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2022 in a nutshell

Modnica Bettencourt Dias, Chair of EU-LIFE
Marta Agostinho, EU-LIFE Executive Director

Welcome to the EU-LIFE 2022 highlights!

In 2022, emerging from the challenges posed by the global pandemic, EU-LIFE invested its focus
towards designing a robust strategy for the upcoming years, based on lessons learned from our
previous experience.

In fact, EU-LIFE's impact assessment study performed in 2022 reaffirmed its influential role as a
relevant stakeholder in EU Research and Innovation policy. Through consultations with key
collaborators, stakeholders, and policy makers, it was evident that EU-LIFE's voice is respected and
heard across Europe, helping shaping crucial policy decisions. Internally, we conducted surveys that
provided valuable insights into the organization's significance at the institute level, among staff
members, and within the scientific community. The results underscored the organization's value and
its positive impact on research institutions and professionals. This informed the formulation of a
strategic plan for the upcoming five years, guiding EU-LIFE's future endeavours.



wb
OQQ‘

eulife

In 2022, EU-LIFE continued playing a relevant role in contributing to European R&l policy, in
particular voicing the needs and proposals from the scientific community and independent research
institutes.

We put a particular focus in the area of research assessment. The organization's contributed
actively as part of the core group for drafting and successful closure of an agreement for the reform
of research assessment led by the European Commission. In addition, we worked closely with the EC
and stakeholders on the implementation of CoARA - the Coalition for the reform of the research
assessment. This achievement demonstrates EU-LIFE's commitment to driving progress in research
practices. Moreover, EU-LIFE actively engaged in furthering the European Research Area (ERA) policy.
Collaborating closely with the European Commission and Member States within the ERA Forum
agenda, EU-LIFE demonstrated its dedication to fostering a dynamic and collaborative research
environment that spans national borders.

As for our priority area of building “Optimal research environments through institutional practice
& Sharing”, EU-LIFE working groups worked diligently to maintain a vibrant community focused on
institutional collaboration, research governance capacity, and continuous improvement of research
culture. Anti-bullying and harassment, research narratives, storytelling, Tech Transfer scouting,
postdoctoral researchers, creativity in science were among topics developed in workshops,
guidelines and capacity building sessions. Their efforts have fostered an environment where
knowledge sharing and cooperation flourish, contributing to the advancement of scientific research
and innovation.

In conclusion, through impactful initiatives and strategic planning during 2022, EU-LIFE has
contributed to the advancement of research practices and the development of a thriving research
community across Europe. A great starting point for 2023, the year of EU-LIFE 10™ anniversary!

Monica Bettencourt-Dias Marta Agostinho
Chair of EU-LIFE EU-LIFE Executive Director


https://coara.eu/
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/our-digital-future/european-research-area_en
https://eu-life.eu/research-excellence/working-groups-task-forces

EU-LIFE is an alliance of research centres whose mission is to support and strengthen European
research excellence (www.eu-life.eu). EU-LIFE members are leading research institutes in their
countries and internationally renowned for producing excellent research, widely transferring
knowledge and nurturing talent.

EU-LIFE Partners

Center for Genomic Regulation (CRG, Spain) | Central European Institute of Technology (CEITEC,
Czech Republic) | European Institute of Oncology (IEO, Italy) | Flanders Institute For Biotechnology
(VIB, Belgium) | Friedrich Miescher Institute for Biomedical Research (FMI, Switzerland) | Institut Curie
(France) | Institute for Molecular Medicine Finland (FIMM, Finland) | Institute of Molecular Biology &
Biotechnology (IMBB FORTH, Greece) | Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciéncia (IGC, Portugal) | International
Institute of Molecular and Cell biology in Warsaw (IIMCB, Poland) | Max Delbriick Center for Molecular
Medicine in the Helmholtz Association (MDC, Germany) | Research Center for Molecular Medicine of
the Austrian Academy of Sciences (CeMM, Austria) | The Babraham Institute (Babraham, United
Kingdom) | The Netherlands Cancer Institute (NKI, The Netherlands) | The University of Copenhagen
Biotech Research & Innovation Centre (BRIC, Denmark)


http://www.eu-life.eu/

